
The Selection Process

Applicants are reviewed by a school- based 
committee which assesses the student’s 
ability to take an active role in the learning 
process.

IS 289 is committed to serving students who 
exhibit a willingness to make a positive 
contribution to our Community.

IS 289 is looking for students who have the 
desire and ability to work collaboratively 
towards high standards.

IS 289 is looking for students who are 
committed to hard work.

IS 289 is looking for students who have an 
interest in a rigorous academic program.


The Selection Criteria

Teacher Ratings: from student’s current 
elementary school


Student Attendance: including absences and 

latenesses


Special Features

Integrated curriculum


Inquiry based learning with a focus on 
problem solving skills


One-to-One coaching program for 
academic success


A small supportive school community with 
a focus on student needs


Performance based assessments


Advisory program in small groups


Orchestral music program


Studio art program


Modern technology available in all 
classrooms


Social activism learning integration within 
the curriculum


Extensive after school program that offers 
both academic support and enrichment 
opportunities
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Our teams include: Boys Basketball
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Boys Baseball

Girls Volleyball

Boys & Girls Track

                 & more!
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IS 289 is a dynamic learning community, 
thoughtfully organized to support its diverse 
student body in meeting high standards. The 
community couples high standards with high levels 
of support, creating a bridge between challenging 
curriculum goals and students’ unique talents, 
needs and learning styles.   We believe that 
sustained effort can yield achievement for all.  IS 
289 seeks to develop in each student problem 
solving skills. Beyond that we hope to cultivate in 
students the habits of mind that lead them to 
thoughtfully apply these skills in a variety of 

situations, both in 
school and in their 
larger world. We 
want our students 
to take on activist 
roles within their 
communities, to 
identify issues and 
to explore 
solutions to real 
world 
problems. Taking 
advantage of 
young 

adolescents’ social tendencies and needs, we 
create opportunities for our students to develop, 
test, revise and refine their thinking and then 
communicate their understandings to a larger 
audience. We believe that interaction with others 
helps to deepen our understanding of ideas. 
Visitors to our schools will frequently observe 
students working in small groups or partnerships.

Interdisciplinary Curriculum 
Organized Around Major Concepts


The Science program engages students in 
investigations into physical, life and earth sciences 
with a strong emphasis on environmental and health 
issues in a contemporary society. Applying the 
rigorous framework of scientific inquiry, students 
learn to use a variety of tools and technologies. The 
goal of the Literacy curriculum is to have students 
develop and expand their skills, fostering growth 
towards becoming independent readers and 
writers. Our program includes Spanish language 
instruction for 7th, and 8th grade students.

A Commitment to Develop 

the Whole Person

We have an extensive, after-school program 
provided by Manhattan Youth, which is free of 
charge.  IS 289 is located at 
the north end of Battery 
Park City, adjacent to the 
Hudson River Park and 
enjoys the dynamic 
neighborhoods of 
Battery Park City and 
TriBeCa.

A Rigorous Learning 
Environment

Our teachers create rich arts-infused curriculum that 
engages students’ interest in, and concern about 
the world around them. Our program encourages 
students to actively participate in their learning and 
to work collaboratively with one another.  All 
students participate in a weekly studio art program 
and twice weekly physical education classes during 
the school day.

Our deeply textured Social Studies curriculum has 
students investigating historical issues and economic, 
cultural, political and environmental forces that 
impact their lives.  The Mathematics curriculum 
emphasizes conceptual understanding, sound 
reasoning and complex practical applications 
coupled with computational accuracy and efficiency.


